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Mister Chair,

I have the honor to speak on behalf of the Community of Latin American and Caribbean

States (CELAC).

At the outset, I would like to take this opportunity to express our Community's

appreciation to you for your Chairmanship and to all members of the Bureau for your

diligent efforts and skillful performance in guiding our work during the past main

session, allowing us to spend the holidays with our families. This is a practice we need

to always enforce. You as well as all Bureau members can count on our Community's

support for the successful conclusion of the work ahead of us, according to the

established schedule.

Mister Chair,

CELAC would like to reiterate the importance of deciding on a programme of work in a

timely manner, in particular when the session is only supposed to last for 2 weeks. We

know that under your guidance, and with a constructive spirit from all delegations, we

can finish this session on time. We would like to thank the Secretariat for preparing
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document A/C.5/72/L.24 on the status of preparedness of the documentation for the first

part of the resumed session.

The proposed programme of work includes issues of great importance for CELAC, such

as: the utilization of the contingency fund, standards of accommodation of air travel,

financing of the International Residual Mechanism for Criminal Tribunals in Arusha,

amongst others. CELAC members will actively participate in the consideration of these

items to try and achieve consensus.

Mister Chair,

CELAC wishes to emphasize the importance of respecting the date of completion of

this session, for the past few session now, Member States have proved that no matter

how complex the issues are, if there is political will, we can finish on time.

In conclusion, CELAC reiterates its commitment to collaborate on all agenda items and

to actively and constructively engage in formal and informal negotiations. We are certain

that negotiations will remain transparent and inclusive and lead to a satisfactory

conclusion for the Organization and all Member States.

Thank you, Mister Chair.
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Sefior Presidente,

La Comunidad desea enfatizar la importancia de respetar la fecha de conclusi6n de

esta sesi6n, durante las recientes sesiones pasadas, los Estados Miembros han

demostrado que no importa la complejidad de los temas, cuando existe la voluntad

politica, podemos terminar a tiempo hasta las sesiones mÿs complicadas.

. En conclusi6n, la CELAC quisiera reiterar su compromiso de colaborar de una manera

constructiva y activa en todos los temas de la agenda tanto en reuniones formales

como en informales. Estamos seguros que las negociaciones seguir&n siendo

realizadas de manera transparente e inclusiva, y de esa manera, nos Ilevaran a una

conclusi6n satisfactoria para la organizaci6n y todos los Estados Miembros.

Muchas gracias Seÿor Presidente.




